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r As the piore de rislstaiu# of this correspondence I
ihave to report news which will cause no little sur-

|)risc in circles whose members are not "behind the
scenes" the appointment ot Mr. Anson Burilugam®
as envoy from China to the United States anil Europe.
S propose, after giving all the particulars at my com¬
mand, to adil a few of the local journalistic opinions,
which can hardly fall to interest and amuse your
readers. You will observe that they emanate exclu¬
sively from English Journals and English writers;
(for in this colony, and iu China generally, American
journalism Is unrepresented, with one except Ion.the
(Bhanghae Sews Letter. I may remark that Mr. Bur-
ilngame's appointment Is the all-engrossing topic of(conversation at present in China circles. 1 will leave
!you to Judge of the opinions entertained by the
extracts I subjoin:.

t The announcement of Mr. Burllngame's appoint¬
ment was thus heralded by the China Mail, which
f>aper seems as a rule favorable to American enter¬
prise while strongly opposed to any attempt to poach
mpon John Bull's "preserves," which It appears aro
certain vested Interests at the open ports. The writer
bays:."When some fourteen months ago wo an-
toounced in these columns the return of Plnta jen, the
Chinese Commissioner, from his travels in Europe,
We little thought that his mission would be but the
herald and the harbinger of the embassy now an¬
nounced as about to start from China for Europe and
ilhe United States. The Chinese government of Its
town accord have taken the greatest step In their hls-
kory so far as their foreign relations ure concerned,
phey have asked the H6n. Anson Burllngnme, wholias represented the United States government for six
Wears and who was retiring from the diplomatic ser-
nrte.o, to become their minister and representa¬tive to America and all the European treatytowers. It Is an epoch, not only In their history, but
In that of civilization; and. If properly backed, the
fcnission will simplify many questions of policy. The
mission or emba.-isy, as It Is termed, is to consist of
She following members:.The Hon. Anson Burlln-
;ame, Ambassador-ln-Chlef; J. McC. Brown, Esq.
Assistant Chinese Secretary of her Brltanlc Majesty's

legation), Chinese Secretary; E. de Champs (Cus¬
toms Kluklang). Interpreter; Chlkiang, aManchow of
the fourth rank, and S' n-kU-ku, a Chinese of the
fourth rank, both employes of the Tsung-11 Vamen,tre to be raised to the dignity of red button and sent
fes assistant ambassadors, atid twenty-four Chinese

ill go as secret aries, Ac. The post of l rench Inter¬
preter was otrered llrst to M. I.e Malre, of his Impe¬
rial Majesty's Legation at Peking, but de¬
tuned, and was then offered to and accepted
toy M. de Champa, who, lti company with Mr.
¦hurra, accompanied tho unofficial mission
past year. Mr. Burlinganie will leave Hong Kong
for Europe by the last mall In January, and as no

precise date Is assigned for his return, and his salary
¦ f w.ooo per anunm) Is to continue so long as he may
toe absent from China, we raity safely Infer that he
iwlll not revisit this colony for a year or.two at least,
ave hear tlut tue British Minister, blr H. A'.cock, has
telegraphed to Ixird Stanley announcing his approba¬
tion of tho scheme, while the French Minister, the
Fomte L'AUemand, has tclegranhed to his govern¬
ment his emphatic disapproval of the whole affair.
(The Influence of Mr. Hart with Mr. Burllngame has
long l»een known and commented on, and unfriendly
critics have been*wont to assert that the virtual
(envoy of the United States to China was the Inspec¬tor General of Customs. But under any circum¬
stances we must congratulate Mr. llart on the choice
pnade.If, indeed, the choice of a minister has rested
*vith him. It is, however, undoubted that by the
jd' parture of Mr. Burllngame Mr. Hart has deprived*

Himself of a most faithful friend, of whom he will,
ubtless, feel the need when at the revision of the

treaties. The question of the customs will be dla-
icuased next year."
I So much for the liberal organ In China, its oppo¬
nent, a morning Journal of some Influence and largerdally circulation, though without the advantage pos¬
sessed by the Mail, in an overland edition thus
jto rites upon ttie subject; and I am Ixiund to say that

its opinions find an echo In mnny quarters where It
\as to be expected that Burllngame's appointment
would be favorably received. I make no apology for
inuottug tIlls anil the preceding article In full, be-
(cause thev represent the views of ttie two parties infciilna and tne Journals are the leading papers of the
two Motions into which the foreign community la

^The nvvwsavs: "Mr. Bnrtlngame's appointment as
Ambassador to everywhere from the Court of Peking,
i-> spoken of as an actual fact by people who came
down from tiie north on Friday, and the first lm-
Dteaslon excited by the story.that it con.d be no¬
thing but a 'slmve'.has to be given ud. The
ietalls of the appointment appear to be known.
His multiform Excellency is to receive a salary of
aw.OOOuve .r and his travelling expenses paid, a
¦consideration of no small moment for a diplomatic
representative accredited to 'the government atV ushlngton and all European Courts.' If he can suc-
ftte"d in keeping the Chlne.-e In the dark as to the
ridiculous Impracti cability of their scheme for a
year or two and draw the -itfarr during fiat time, no
Bnubt a very orief term or service as ambassador to¦She world a large will furnlsfi him with a pecuniary
Secompen -e quite considerable enough toconipensateilm for the sacrifice of h's emolument* as Americ an
ilinlsier at !'. king. It Is generally understood that
he pav accorded to the foreign agents of the great

republic is not excessive, and would not be an Itn-

Sxirlatit consideration in such a ease as this. Then
he title to be borne it? a gentleman accredited to
two hemispheres must is- prodigiously magnificent.
*stianglorloun,' ami lti ilazz.llng lus re might affect
the Spartan nerves even of a United states Minis¬
ter What Ihe tl'le Is exactly d ¦« not appear
«t present, though the phra-e . Knvoy hxtra*ordinary' will certainly have to be Included therein,
¦.erliaps however, a man who comes from i he Celes¬
tri Empire to represent the Brother of the sun andiloon at the courts of all earthly potentates ought to
tuve a title w ith an astronomical tlnne. I he Herman
title Durchlancht, which W) le always translates
.his Transparency,' might suggest somethinglike 'his Solar tilory,' or 'his Lunar Kadlance,
Sud the house ticeunled at any time by the
fiomadte embassy tnlgh' tie callcil the Asylum, me
pttach^s would lie satellites and the n,f'BC7i'ei?comets, and suitors for an Interview with Ids Kadi-
dice might u-»k leave to take an obs rvatlon If tnet'elestlaf ambassador were visible. Whether the Chi-

Eese government will find ll an economical plan to
eep up a company of moving diplomatists, apart

from the unlikelihood that the travellers will ever lie
.hie to transact any business at the various capitals
In which from time to time they may set up their
tent, w hich It Is In the Iwist, degree important toi'liltia that they should transact, will be revealed In
Irne to the Peking authorities. PernApt It win also
»e revealed to the outside world how they have been
id to lay out (40.000 a year arid Mr. Hurlitigaine'B

travelling expenses as ruch singularly bad luterust,lias no one among all the European diplomatists at
Peking been merciful enough to warn the Chinesefulers against, wasting their money In this ridiculous
fashion r liav they been reUctaut to
u'Uidam comrade, the United .states Minister,lOf tJewhich he had earned »o fllrl} bfmderfttl appointment, or have they been pru-

dently left in ignorance of the _grand scheme
till It was scaled and settied and his Hadlance
pad started on that delicious mission to the
ro>eminent of Washington and the courts of Europehi i»-neral 1 That the Chinese government has not
been rented well In the matter Is very manifest,though it is difficult to sav, of course, who Is the
i'nef sinner. Moreover, a step has beeu taken, aa-

V

iramlng that this appointment has been actuallymade, which must have the effBct. so far aa it can
have any effect at all. of retarding the establishment
of really valuable Intimacy between China and other
nations. What advantage of any kind does the Chi¬
nese government propose to gain for Itself by the
appointment of Mr. Burllngame as universal ambas¬
sador? or, rather, wha* advantages have been repre¬
sented to the Chinese government as likely to accrue
therefrom that It has been Induced to go Into the op¬eration t The establishment of real diplomatic Inter¬
course between the Chinese and other governments t>y
the appointment of Chinese officials to reside perma¬
nently at London and Parts and other capitals wouldobviously be a great good. Such men would bocoiue
thoroughly Imbued with the lnfluenccs of Westera
life, and would be able to transmit them to their
countrymen with an effect which his newly sp-pointed Radiance, In spite of *he manifest woof of
great abilities which he has afforded lu stcurlng ms
present post, can never hare. Mr. Burnnipt
writing to his government about
he may encounter to the t^e vLsl'w heImpressions mad£ upon Ms ralnd fy the via

m

ambM.rSl.<«n haveEuropeari govern menfa,^ the other hand, vrt i nave
no motive whatever for making any repreaen a t
t hnvinatwlah to make to the government of Pekln
ihmuffh Mr Burllngame. They will naturally prefertil rto this through their own representatives, and
oven the American government loses
tion, as, assuming that it Is on j^nUal teiro wM Mr.
Burllngame, it would naturally ®"VnJn.'«surtaM[use at Pekln than wandering oyer the earthi ssurrace.
>Ve are informed that Mr. Burllngame Is a gcntlemfui
of such large private fortune that even the *0,<KM)
taels and unlimited travelling expenses^ can be no
object to him whatever. What, then.J»h|? N^ef
It remains as pbscure as the purpose which the Chi¬
nese government proposes to gain by his appolnt-
111
Looking at the matter from a dispassionate polnt of

view 1 am inclined to think that the Chinese ha\e
been wise In thu;i commencing their efforts to enter in¬
to diplomatic relations with the outside world. It is
nreitv certain that any purely Chinese mission wouldhave been a failure, but our Siritish frtetKls are many
of them In a stale of intense excitement at the Idea or
a United States citizen being the llrstto drop In for so
profitable and, U' sensibly carried out, honorable &
P lH1enclose some additional papers in the matter.
The tlrst is from the China Mail of January 14, the
second from the Friend of China, which possesses a
specialty lu the way of publishing severe articles.
IV first is headed "Mr. Builingaine's Chinese Mis-
&ion " and goes on to snyi.<4\Vc Uftvc received froin
a valued correspondent in the North the following let¬
ter, which we insert, not. as expressing our own views
upon the subjects to which It refers, but as stat¬
ing in plain language the chler objections
which have been raised to the appointment of
Mr. Burllngame." 'the concluding Paragraph is
significant, and we have good reason to bolleve that
the French Minister has been Injudicious enough to
talk openly of coercing Mr. liart. Our correspondent
writes thus:."The subject of Mr. Burllngame s mis¬
sion or embassy, as it is somewhat pompously
termed, is still fresh in the public memory mid is
still the theme of conversation and correspondence.
That the term embassy Is a misnomer is apparent to
all as the difference between an envoy extraordinary
unil an ambassador consists in the fact that an envoy
may be accredited to a court without ever coming
into personal Intercourse with its sovereign ; whereas
an ambassador Is specially accredited by hls own
sovereign to the ruler of the country to w hich hei Is
appointed. Neither In his capacity as United States
Minister n<>r in his newly Hedged appointment as
Chinese envoy has Mr. Burllngame had the honor of
an interview with the son of heaven, and his
rank, anomalous and equivocal at the beet,
will not be magnified by any undue pretensions
to the position or an ambassador, it would be im¬
passible fur the most ardent hater of American gov¬
ernmental institutions to wish for a more practical
commentary upon Yankee diplomacy and diplomat¬
ists than is afforded by Mr. Burllngame s acceptance
of the appointment under discussion. Let any one
Imagine the appointment of Chinese envoy offered to
the Minister of France, of Hussla, Prussia, (,*®at
Britain, or even of Spain, lie would bea bold
Chinaman who would venture In good faith to make
such a proposition to the representative ofaiiy of the
European Powers. There are many gentlemen In
the Chinese service whose knowledge or the language
might falrlv entitle them to look forward to the post
of Secretary to a Chinese embassy, and that the
British representative should allow Mr. Brown to
accept the post offered by Mr. Ilart Is a slur upon
the Customs Servicc and an Injustice to the
many qualified Interpreters to be fouudto
its ranks. It is reported that Mr. Bur-
llncame intends to visit all the treaty
ports with the exception of Ncwchwang and tor-
niosa before his departure for San Francisco. The
representative of France at Peking IB most decidedly
owm^ed to the mission am! protests against any
other than a Chinese representing Chinese Interests
lu Europe. It is rumored that his Excellency the
Comte L'AUcniatul intends next year to restrict the
political action or Mr. Hart and to compel Wm lo
confine his attention to customs matters. Should
the Chinese make a stand the Tullcrles w ill,, It is.ru¬
mored, induce England to take Joint action with
France in refusing permission to the subjects of
either country to enter the Chinese service. This dlf-
lieultv, which Is at the best but prospective, will no
doubt be met by the Inspector General and some of
his lieutenants renouncing their nationality ^and bt-
coming Chinese subjects. Qui rirra verra..
An English writer rurnlshes the Friend of China

with the following:."Admitting for a moment that
his (Mr. Burlingame'si mission to a PJJ^'^Swoctidea we are at once led to Inquire what Its object
mai be. if it has reference solely to the revision of
the treaty, then It must mean cither of two th'11**
vi/, tnat the Chinese are prepared to adopt pro-
grosslve measures, or are, on the contran, inclined
to retrograde or stand still. If progress be the m-
port oi the mission, there is no need for Mr. ttorlln-Lme; the Chinese authorities here will fln^the re¬
presentatives of the foreign Powers only too happyio welcome any steps In advance. There la no ne¬
cessity for an Intermediate In a case such as this, a
concession will come with better (jrace from their
own lips, and will be thtj more readily accepted as
genuine and sincere. If. however, as Is highly
probable, the mission implies a retrr^ailemoveu^nt,an eirort on the part of the Chlneso to stay
the aetlon of the treaty Powers, as the
Japanese did -with regard to
of Osaka some three years ago. then we mustlook
uiHiti Mr. Burllngtune merely as a spe<lal pleader
paid for his services, and employed M a teeWe andImpotent government to try and extort fromthe
European Powers that which they themselves despair
of obtaining from the Indulgence of the foreign rep¬
resentatives in China. Whether Mr. Burllngame and
his mission will l»e received In Europe under such
circumstances Is questionable In the exlrcm«s. hat
have the home government to do with lnterlotH>rs or
sDecial pleaders of this description? Great Britain
and Prance and Prussia ought to be able to conduct
their own affairs direct with the Chinese government
without the Intervention of go-betweens. Cannot our
Minister (British) manage the affairs of her Majesty s
government in China without reference to Mr. nart
or Mr. Burllngame? What have they to
do with our international relations? It is
to lie hoped, however, that the home gov¬
ernment will sec Mr. Burllngame's mission from
the true point or vl^w mid refuse to recognizeIt. It
will be a lesson to political schemers In China when
the head of the present mission is told thatjireatBritain will have nothing to do with him; that he
had tx tter confine himself to his own affairs, and
that when we have to revise a treaty or trun act
other l.ufitncss with the Chinese government we can
do so without the Intervention of any foreign ined-

<"l'rhave thus, I fancy, fr'.vn tou a pretty fair sketch
of the situation, the result of which will greatly de-
pend upon the attitude assumed by Congress and thePresident as regards the recognition
Burllngame. if powerfully backed by us the European
Ht ites will gladly follow snltr but 1 am too much outof the way of home intelligence to predict very ao-
curatelv what will eventuate. Whatever maj be the
upshot'as regards China there Is ucry little doubt
but that Mr. Burllngame will have mjule a very
important thing of It, if he can only "hold on for a

f7mavrinentlon that the Secretary Brown an Eng¬
lishman, is one of the best Chinese scholani of the
day, mid that there is no want ofdue care lnthe
organisation of the mission as regards Its perionntl.

Asnnult on ilie French at Ilnnkow.Matlny
of Ihr Imperial Troops.ProirtM of the
Ht-brllinn.An Fwriinh Consul In Trouble.
Tlie Trli-tfrnpli and Spirit*.Firr, Floods and
Other DiwnU'ri.

flnxo Komo, Jan. ifl, HOT
Since the dntp of ray last letter news, except of the

most local aif I domestic kind, ha* been singularly
scarce, with one brilliant exception, to which I Khali
refer in Its proper place. I must, however, endeavor
to make the most of what there Is.
There has been no Inconsiderable excitement at

Hankow, o« Ing to an attack made by certain villa¬
gers upon the French Consul, the commandant of
the French gunboat Bretiron and a French merchant.
Thesf gentlemen had, It appears, gone out shooting,
and, In knocking over a hare, one of them managed
to lodge a few small shot In the leg of a peasant
working In a Held. Although they managed to quiet
the party shot, a number of villagers raised a dis¬
turbance, mobbed the Frenchmen and took from
them their guns, adding a few brickbats, Ac., by
way of parting civility. The Frenchmen, as well
they might, retreated, ana upon regaining the gun¬
boat a party o. forty men were despatched to the
scene of the outrage; the ringleaders were captured,
and the house of the leader was pulled down, as a
warning to future rioters. Much comment was ex¬
cited by the matter in the local Journals, but there
seems to be a pretty general liellef that the French
commandant was right In taking speedy action In
the matter, Instead of waiting the tardy measures of
the Chinese magistrates, who would most Infallibly
have been bribed to silence.
The Irrepressible rebels form, as usual, an Inex¬

haustible matter for newsmongers. First of all,
shortly after the doparturo of the China news was
received of a general mutiny of Imperlil troops at
Fan-tseng, some 'our hundred miles beyond llankow.
Nothing has transpired as to the result, but it is pre-

sumed that as usual the disaffected Joined the rebels,
while the better disposed returned to their allegiance.
The Hankow Times, a usually well Informed paper,
gives the following reason for the mutiny:."These
soldiers, forming the army of the renowned general
Paw Tsaw, are said to be so comfortably quartered
In Fan-tseng as to object to going against the glian-
tung rebels, or the revolted Mahometans of Hankan.
Fan-tseng, with the adjoining city of Sheang-yang,
Is the principal Internal port of Hupeh, and is about
half as large as Hankow. With the fortress of She-
ang-yang-iu, mentioned by Marco Polo in his travels,aud one of the last of the important cities to submit
to the Mongolian dynasty of Yuen, the occupation of
these two towns, one on each side of the Han river,would give to any large body of troops the full con¬
trol of the commeroe, and the easy command of the
provinces of Hoope, Honoan, Shensee and a large
part of Peohlle. It is distant nrom Pekingthree thousand six hundred and twenty M."
ltoports subsequent to this (they reached Chlnklang
ou the 14th December and Hong Kong on the 28th)stated that Li Hung-chang had at length gained a
series of victories over the Nlenfei in Shangtung.exact locality not known.towards the end of Novem¬
ber. On the 10th of November, in a severe encounterwith Li's troops, 6ne of their notable chiefs, Lai
Wen-fcuang bad)* w«uM£4.and in another w-tlol on the 22d. another leSuer, Jrfn Chu; was killed,being shot in the side by a petty oltloer. LI is said to
have witnessed the exploit and to have been so de¬
lighted at getting rid or one of his chief bugbears in
so simple and effective a maimer that he promotedthe officer in question, on tho held of battle, to the
rank of a brevet oolonei, and made him a cumshaw
of 10,000 taels. This fact so 11red the imperialtroops with a longing for taels, If not for glory, that
In subsequent encounters, between twenty and thirtychief* of smaller importance were made prisoners.The usual exaggerated statements are current with
regard to the myriads of slain. Ac. The remnants
of the motley crowd are said to have marched
east towards Halchow, where General Kuo Is wait¬
ing to receive them. This reads well for the Im¬
perialists, but It does not seem that the news isbelieved by the Chinese Journals, at least except to
a very modified extent. The paper from which 1
havv gleaned the above Items udds that "some
Chinese take a hopeful view of the Intelligence".a
sentence which does not say much for the general
belief of Its reliability. The concluding paragraph of
rel>el news is us follows:." We learn that another
report has reached Chlnklang to the effect that the
Mahometan reikis In Shensee are surrounded by the
Viceroy Tho, who was lately reported dead, so that
for the moment the imperialists seem to be In the
ascendant." This is a comical but appropriate ter¬
mination. The Viceroy is reported dead, and shortly
afterwards, like the clown in the pantomime, Jumps
up again and shows himself "quite alive and kick-
lux. ^" Political events in China partake as a rule
strongly of this pantomimic element.
Home startling news has come to hand from Corea.

It Is reported that two of the foreigners on board the
General Sherman, American Bchooner, at the time
she was burned with all hands by the Coreans, are
yet alive In the Interior. It Is supposed that one of
tlieni Is an English missionary named Thomas, but
the reports are too vague to admit of much hope
being founded on tlieni. Why our government has
allowed tills outrage to remain unpunished is a mys¬
tery. It was surely strong enough even thoughGreat Britain and France declined to adventure.
Relative to the destruction of the Amoy lighthouse

a while since by piratical fishermen, some spicy re-
murks have appeared in a Journal lately started at
Shanghae by on ex-consular official una called the
Evening Expreas. it says:."The outrage clearly Il¬
lustrates the kind of government, or rather lack
of government, there is in China under the
present dynasty. Had British energies been
devoted to forcing tho 'powers that ought to
be' to suppress piracy and the like (this putting the
light out, to assist dark deeds being or the num¬
ber), Instead of forcing the opium trade,
we would not now have the frequently re¬
curring piracies, actually within range of
the guns of our "brave defenders.' Would tliut we
could retrace (or rather efface) the past, but us we
cannot, let experience dearly bought teach us a
lesson; n moiety of the assistance we have rendered
the ingratcs at i'ckln would have established a good
system of government, and still there would have
been as many if not more good billets and pick¬ings than there aro now." This is plain speaking,if unpalatable to British ears.
A report was published by the North China papers

to the effect that Mr. Hughes. the Brltlwh Cotmulat
Kewkcang, was hustled and collared by an angry
mob, and that his wife had brickbats tlirown at her
on account of a tlog having been accidentally^ shot
bv a local British voluutoer (the volunteer «"anla ex¬
tends to the open ports), and the celebrated London
story of "who shot the dog f» seemed Ukely to be re¬
peated with plgtalled variations. Mr. Hughes, how¬ever^ writes to contradict the whole story as a purefain leafWin; so the Journals are deprived of a valu¬
able text for preaching anent British consular pol-
l°Xhe Hong'Kong China Mail notifies that it has
been officially informed that the East India Tele¬
graph Company "has shipped two-thirds of the cablefor connecuug Hong Kong and Shanghae," and that
the completion of the enterprise la beyond doul t.
Apropos of this, an amuslug termination of the cele¬
brated t'uuu Sliuey difficulty comes to us fromShanghae! V) your readers know
means T I fancy not. And I shall be wiser than ail
theslnoloque* In China, who have been correspond-
ing about It, If 1 succeed In making the
clear. It Is easy enough to say what It Unot. But 1
can best describe It by explaining that 'the fung
Shuey are a sort of pervading genii sup^>sul to be
present everywhere, and which, if oi^ded. wlH in-
f.iiiihiv work evil to tlie neighborhood. Tnis is »
very lame sort of explanation, but Is aunicient to let
vmir readers understand U)6 matter I am going to
refer to. Now It Is a popular superetltlou among the
Chinese that to erect buildings, plant trees. dlg up
graves and otherwise alter the face of the land at
certain siiots, Is distasteful to the Iung Shuey of
the neighborhood, and so apparently

,machine as the electric telegraph was ^mediately..spotted" as entirely opposed to the Fung gnueyaunerstition. Acting under tills belief the Chinese
peasants near Shanghae uprooted thepostoof. a iimall
wire carried by an enterprising resilient at that port
from h\a oltlces to Wusung, ana diplomacy has bee|Jtried in vain to induce the CUlueseofllclals to wuiction
and protect their re-erection. This latter tbe rtltft-
Ing point, und till within the last few days aB efforU
have been fruitless. Chance has, however, accom¬
plished what all the wisdom and power of the
could not, and the sequel Is thus 'old in » Shanghae
paper:.1"Humor has It that the Mandarin to Charge
In the vicinity of the Beacon, who was so bitter an
opponent of Mr. Reynolds' telegraph scheme, Is now
In treaty for the purchase of the plant, believing that
he could effect an amelioration of the Fung shuey
difficulty, If, by having the line under his owp con¬
trol, he could make Immediate reports to theTaotai
of foretun vessels on shore, and thus gain the iOO taela
Which Ids Excellency has notified he will generously
bestow on any one who «*ve**llm «<»'{*Mtlnformation of such a catastrophe. Had thla
graphic venture not been Interfered with Itapro-
pnetor would, doubtless, have been *ul'^all such news to the Chinese offlc als for^owerfigure than thev now offer. Anent the Fung snuey
that we have heard so much of Utelv. as one of
the chief causes of the opposition of the
Chinese to electric telegraphs and other novel-
ties of the Western (and Eastern)
there Is a resemblance to the leellng that existed in
Europe in the generation passed away, when the
Wonders of electricity had only become Wnown and
Uial but to a limited extent to a few savans. followed
by discoveries (or revivals of dlscoveilesl 'n
aiiimal inaguetlsm, electro-biology and a host
0 others of "that Ilk" by which »Jewmade money at the cost of "doing" thousands in th£eve. Who that has witnessed Jhese things, spirit
rapping and the effect* of electric currents on the
dead "subject" of a dissecting theatre in, Partt(;U>ar'would not be Inclined to he sceptical?and how mnob
more so an ignorant and «ceejlk*lypeople, fooled by charlatans (under e oak of relhrloue
observance) out of their last n.lte? lliattuese thlnw^
new to us, ore and ha>e l**-n for agua know n, more
or kv-s. to the people of certain parts of AaUa there
Is nothing-to disprove; moreover it has frequent-
iv i,cen found thai many of the /orcerioaof olden time had been caused by means
which the science of the last century
has placed at the disposal of any s<-ho..lwyfondof
chemistry. The best way to show "ur Celestial( liemifTrv. iue n""" -------

rtfHlffriends, whom we are so anxious to oonvert by nnu
laughing at all they hold sacred, we think w°uld be
to send out instead of students well up in theology,
high or low church, a number of locturers: or say,
print and circulate, to begin with, a number of lec>
lures on chemistry, electricity. Ac., Ac., aud by a lew
appropriate experiments, conducted In preseme of
respectable Chinese, show them how we can i»Uh>
tin- dead, anil produce fungshul tl»t wl l lncrease
the growth of our kitchen gardens, besides doing
many other (to them, and some of us too) wonderful
"l* have''quoted .hese latter remarks upon the
fung shut because It Is to the United §*.*** *..«we must look for material Pr<
course some of our people are a little too gu-ahead
in their notions, but It Is a fault on the right sideuand
It ts well that vou should be a»>(e to plaie before
vour readers the opinions of British Journalists, who
cannot be sensed of extravagance in thehr projei ts.
A large robbery has taken plage of the

Pvang lake, the third during 1S«T. I he Inland w*tc.
rtfionud with pirates, and their last exploit was to
walk off with a chop of tea valued at live thousand
taels The Chinese, with strange perversity, find In
the existence of these pirates a reason J* opposing
the navigation of the lakes by small steamers. Much
Interest is felt in the forthcoming iiegoi ailonH for
the revision of the British treaty with Chlua (alln»-
tinns sharing equally In any concessions gained) as
reganls tins poiu* Which It Is hoped ...ay be earrtod.fcut the foll<U* ing from a local paper, |UI'1" ^sdd my own testimony as to the general ex pp. ah""i n. crisis among the native* who are anxiouslywV«cidna events:."it Is a circumstance «"rth no¬
ticing that there Is a Chinese prophecy In aS;li,»tlve boo* to the eff.< t that the reign ofThe nrescnt d* nasty will cease with the .'"'"I"*
mnUhat a foreigner will asc-nd the throne of ? "'"a-
r rcumstances certalnlysee..i to point to this pro-
nheev's being likely to become realized."

..nVaP
The most noticeable features of the past Mxweeksh', been sn explosion aud an earthquake. ine

former took ptaoe a» Hankow, and over l.uoo naUves
..re hloTvn into eternity by the tlrtng of the
arsenal at Wuchang, a suburb of Hankow. cansert,ft u said by a .. lea.n-pigeon" mandarin crushingw.m^detonnung powder by a blow with a hamwer
TI.I. parthu.iiike was experienced both at KewkmngS Formosa. Not much damage was ilout at
p he nlace mrthe residents received a pretty g-«d?r i

P
The only "em of a sensational chaiacU r at-?pfviiiiir It wm the sudden reversion or the water at

K- l fg (Formosa) from the harls.r h:iKin. am heIrH . nt A ado by some naUvcs to secure the tisli . it
lound'cting lu the dry b d. ltdore tuo, could regain

the Short the water returned Hi a mighty wave and
swept them Into eternity. Fortunately no ships were
lying there at the time or I might have had to record
even a worse disaster.
Matters In China have seldom been more quiet andlew news going than at present. There fa even a

lack of sensational crimes such as used to grace the
archives of the ports and of Hong Kong. Ifmy com-

?) 11nication partakes of the prevailing dryness
ou must excuse it, on the principle that no one can
make bricks without straw.in a China climate at all
events.

I have already noted the fact of the Yellow river
having burst its banks, and I have now to note a
second catastrophe near Tsl Nan Poo, whereby an
Immense tract of country was laid under water and
much distress (as well as loss of life) ensued. Occur¬
rences of this sort have been for many years frequent
owing to the deterioration of the dykes used to retain
the waters of the river In the northern provinces; and
a solution of the question how to guard against such
events in futnre has occupied the attention of suc-
ooHslve Viceroys. Surely here Is a chance for the In-
terventlon of American engineering talent, and I
commend the Idea to any adventurous but capable
man. Nothing could, however, be done unless
strongly supported by government Influence, and,
more than that, the aid of other foreign representa¬
tives in favor of the Chinese government accepting
his services. The idea seems worth ventilating at
least, If worth nothing else.
The Chinese have at length become fully sensible of

the necessity for starting a thoroughly organized
river police, and a British naval officer has, It Is said,
been nominated as the first superintendent. 1 wish
him Joy of his position.when he gets It.for by all
accounts it is likely to be no sinecure, as robberies
seem to be getting more frequent every day. It Is,
however, a cheering sign of progress on the part or
China that it is beginning to reoojjnlze the necessity
of abandoning the old beaten track of letting every¬
thing manage itself.

HOWO KONG.
Shortly after despatching my last letter per the

China the colony of Hong Kong was visited by an¬
other of those awful conflagrations which have so
distinguished the annals of the place ever Blnce its
foundation. On the 2Sth November a lire commenced
In the godown of a merchant named Schellbars, and
the destructive element, although bravely struggled
with by all the force at our command lu the colony,
did not cease until It had laid some five European ana
two hundred Chinese houses in ruins. The area
devastated was only some three hundred yards
square every way, but the Insurances amounted to
more than a million of dollars.quite enough to jus¬
tify the Are being called "extensive" in a small
colony like this. Of course, directly the lire was out,
there was a meeting of insurance agents, See., to
decide upon taking some means to guard against
similar accidents in future, locking the stable door
alter the steed Is gone being a favorite course of
action all the world over, and the result Is that they
bullied the Governor Into writing home for two good
American engines complete ana with steam power,
our people have taken a more direct way or doing
business by ordering machinery and gear to the
extent of $8,ooo upon their own responsibility.a
much more sensible and satisfactory manner of meet¬
ing the difficulty. Altogether the last fire has acted
as a caution to Hong Kong at large.
Talking of insurance officers reminds me that the

establishment of Augustine Heard A Co. has at
length been ilttlngiy housed in one of the best, If not
the best, buildings In this colony. There has been
some little delay in its completion, owing to the flight
of the architect, who, after receiving a handsome ad¬
vance, "absquatulated." Twice also has nature
itself stepped In by floods and landslips. But the
work Is done at last, and Is worthy of the colony In
Its best days.
The Hong Kong Association Society, which has

been got up to represent the colonists at home, has
presented to the British Parliament a memorial
urging that Hong Kong should be relieved from the
payment of the $100,000 which is annually exacted
by way of "military contribution" towards the pay
of the troops stationed here. It has not been actually
paid over for some three years, but the colony is
debited with it, and Hong Kong does not see the
beauty of the arrangement. So the association has
taken to memorializing the British Parliament.

I may-mention that the British house of Jardlne,
Matheson A Co. have deemed It necessary to have a
memorial all to themselves. The document Is good
enough in Its way, but people are asking If it is not
"coming the swell" rather too much, considering
that the Chamber of Commeroe memorial expressed
all that Jardlne, Matheson A Co. had to say upon
the subject However.lt Is a fact significant or the
position of a house which is probably the largest to
the west of the African Cape and may pass without
particular comment. There is something imposing
in this ignoring the opinions and designs of all
beneuth them in commercial status, which rather
seems to take the British fancy.
The Governor is determined to make marine lot

holders repair the damage done to the praya
fronting their lota, which the said lot holders decline
doing. An action has been brought to enforce
official views, but it Is still pending.
Mr. Bnrllnffajne'a Movements u Reported la
Shanghae.III* Travelling Troubles and Re¬
lief.An Official Inspection of Consols.

SUANOHAR, Jan. 16, 1888.
On the 2d nit. we were startled by the Intelligence

that the Hon. Anson Burlingame, United States Min¬
ister to China, had been appointed Chinese Ambas¬
sador to American and European capitals having
treaties with China, and furthermore that the honor¬
able gentleman, In travelling overland from Peking
to take ship at Tientsin, had been blockaded by the
Nelnfel rebels, and was unable to accomplish his
Journey. The United States Bteamer Ashuelot, at a
few hours' notice, got up steam and started for the
north; but on her arrival at Tientsin she found that
Mr. Burlingame had been released flrom hi* uncom¬
fortable position by a party from her Majesty's
gnnboat Dove, and another relief party from Peking,
consisting of the mounted escort of the British Lega¬
tion and some Cossacks of the Russian Legation.
The party at once embarked on board the Ashuelot,

which vessel returned to Shanghae, which she
reached on the loth of Deceml>er, having mude the
voyage up and down in eight days.one or the fastest
passages on record.
The news as to Mr. Burllngame'a appointment as

Chinese ambassador is fully confirmed, and he is to
receive the nice little salary of 140,000. Opinions of
course differ as to the advantages Western Powers
will gain by this extraordinary mission. My own
opinion goes that foreign Interests cannot suffer and
may gain much by such a step. Mr. Brown, of t tip
English Legation, and Mr. Dos Champs, a Frenchman
attached to the Customs service, accompany Mr.
Burlingame as secretaries, and some half dozen
Chinese officials will also be apprenticed to Mr. Bur¬
lingame for a noviciate In diplomacy.
Mr. Burlingame will, before he starts on his mis¬

sion, make a tour of Inspection of some of the con¬
sular porta, and would have started long ago
had not the non-arrival of the mall Induced a pro¬
longed stay here.
The Ashuelot has been detailed for the service of

waiting on him as long as he requires her for this
duty, it Is also probable lie will not leave China
until the arrival or Mr. Ueorge P. Leonard, the United
States Consul (ieneral here, now expected on return
from leave, and who, it Is supposed, will take charge
of American interest* in China aa Charge d'Aflalres.

Financial and Commercial Report.Native and
Foreign Market*.

Hono Konq, Jan. 15, 1S88.
The Pacific Mall Company's steamer Great Itepub.

11c reached this port on the afternoon of the 13th,
eight days late from continued lienvy weather. She
brings dates from San Francisco to December 4 and
from New York to November 10, with telegrams from
the latter place to December 3. '.There Is no pros¬
pect of business Improving until after the Chinese
New Year's holidays at the end of the month," Is the
opinion given forth by everybody, and such Is un¬

doubtedly the fact. In my last per China 1 noted
that all American Imports here were dull, and this
remark must contlnffe to apply with peculiar force
now, for John Chinaman will do nothing during his
holidays except square up his yearly balance; he
has no .Sundays and few holidays all the year round,
and he takes them all at once In the shape of a fort¬
night or three weeks between the old and new years.
From the San Francisco Bulletin I observe that the
Japan and China line via Pacific has not
as yet given that Impetus to trade which
was expected It would; but you must take
Into account that trade here and In Japan
Is probably as dull at present (from a variety of
causes) as It has been for many years, or probably
ever has been, and you must not draw conclusion*
too soon. "When things are at their worst" they
are said to mend; and this Is the reason that so

many are of opinion that they must do so at a rapid
paco so soon as the aforesaid holidays are over and
the Chinese again taW» up the wetght* and scales
instead of their Joss-sticks. A glance at the events
commercial ftr the past rear at once explains the
general stagnation and distrust, for probably uo one

year of foreign occupation Ims witnessed so many ex¬
tensive failures and revealed so much continental
bungling. If not swindling, as has this year of 1887. re¬
cently dosed. To be sure. Hie overtrading In China has
goM on at so rapid » rate, and at a rata so entirely
dlsprqporttoned to that of the opening of the coun-
trv, that prices which were obtained for goods three
years ago have l»een reduced by one-half during
the past year, I cannot illustrate tills remark better
than by appending, for the study of your readers,
the following fibular statement compiled by a
SliaiiK'liae paper:.

tm.Tnf*. 1888.
Omv shirt inn*. Hbs v!.pr> a 2.10 8.46 a 2.6f
Grav <lo., «». to lbs. 2.:«>a 2.35 8.70 a 2.75
T-clOtllS, « to 7 lbs 1,6,-. a 2.10 2.00 a 2.30
T-elotilS, Htos* lbs 2.46 a 2.75.
white shirtings, 68 reed. 8.1ft a 2.28 .

White shirtings, 8« reed. 2.60 a 2.52 .

Camlets, BS 11.60 a 12.60 li.2fi n 14.R«.
I<ong ells, scarlet fl.soa 8.00 T.aQa 7.mi
Lone ells, assorted e.soa 7.00 7.o<; a 7.V0
Spanish stupes, per yd., n.m a o.fift o n? aO.'iH
lion, nail rml a.io a 3.20 8.46 a
Iron, flat and round.,« 2." a 3.00 2.20 a ?.40

Lead 5.00» 6.25 4.1a 6.o1
Tin plates 6.00 a 4,;t#r 4.40
Coals, English l2/oa . 1i.00aU.68
Coals, AiistniiiHM t». .o a . u.oo a -

Coupled with the fact that tho country has not

been opened, as many were led to look for, there la
that other fact of the chroulo dlaorder which Is per¬
petually breaking out at points which affect more or
less the commercial interest* of foreigners who (from
an idea of the position of China as a treaty Power)
had trusted In its power to keep its own subjects in
order, and possessed themselves of property, and es¬
tablished connections at the treaty ports. These are
subjects possibly more political than commercial; but
your readers will not nil to note the intimate con¬
nection they have with and bearing upon matters of
a purely commercial nature. It was only the other
day that we had news of forty packages of piece
goods having been stolen by the rebels in Shantung,
which stopped consignments and reduced the mar¬
kets to a state of particular dulness. If the appear¬
ances of the political horizon, however, be not de¬
ceptive (and It will be principally the fault of foreign¬
ers themselves if they are) tne year upon which we
have now entered ought to be one or Increased ac¬
tivity and great extension in commercial dealings
with the people in this part of the world. In Hong
Kong destructive typhoons and extensive fires have
had some effect in damaging local trade; but these
are small matters in comparison with the other
causes mentioned.
The tea export to the States from January 1 to De¬

cember 31 last year summed up to 38,1ST,771 pounds,
against 33,043,8:20 pounds In 1866, which embraces a
large quantity of leaf bought up at competitive rates,which paid the producer very much better than the
exporter, as I previously noted. This competition is
another source of weakness exhibited by the foreign
buyers, which should be seriously considered ere
another season comes round. Great Britain has ab¬
sorbed nearly 120,000,000 pounds last year, against
116,000,000 for 1866, and the same remark has much
stronger force as applied to British merchants than
those of America. Still, both should go hand in
hand. The following totals of exports of silk and
sundries during the past year may be of interest to
your readers:.Crape shawls and searfe, 0,210; raw
silk, 1,261 plculs; matting, 78,040 rolls; cassia, 2,849
plculs; rhubarb, 271 plculs; aniseed oil, 120 boxes;
star aniseed, 10 boxes; cassia oil, 205 boxes; cassia
buds, 135 boxes; lire crackers, 113,734 boxes; sweet¬
meats, 4,728 boxes: chlnaware, 624 boxes; fans, Ac.,
1,505 boxes; vermilion, 308 boxes; straw hats, 1,055
canes; tin, 3,427 plculs, and straw braid, 1,384 piculs.
These figures are from a reliable authority, aud
throw some light on the miscellaneous trade with
the States and this country. Mow that the Pacific
Mall Company Is fairly in motion there is no doubt
that In these minor branches of trade a large In¬
crease will be made this year.

After what I have above stated I need add very
little regarding the state of the particular markets.
In the tea markets at all the ports transactions have
been moderate, although there appears to be a cer¬
tainty of a shorter supply this season than last.
Canton buyers are continuing to resist the high rates
of teamen, and no transactions have yet taken place
In country Congous; previous prices have ruled, how¬
ever, for canton made, and a fair demand lias existed.
Quotations are:.Scented orange Pekoe, 16 a 28 taels;
scented Capers, 15 a 27 taels: district Congous, 20 a 21
taels; gunpowder, 12 a 26 taels, and Young Hyson 17#
taclB. At Foochow an active demand for Congous
has existed on English account, aud one or two of
the American houses have again entered the Oolong
market and made large purchases at extreme rates.
Quotations:.Congou, dust to low medium, 7 3-5 a
18.3 taels, on board: medium, 20.3 taels do.; Sou¬
chong, common, 17.05 a 18.8 taels; Oolong, common,
16 taws; fair cargo, 19.3 a 19.8 taels; good cargo, 22.8
taelp, and medium scented teas 20.8 taels. At Amoy
the Congou stock Is exhausted, but about 12,000
packages Oolongs have been taken during the past
fortnight at a reduction of $2 a $3 per picul on for¬
mer rates. The Oscar has sailed for New York. A
sale of 524 chests Is reported from Hankow, leaving
in stock 1,320 chests. The supply, it is believed,
will not be above an average one at Shanghac, If that.
in the silk market at Canton holders are tlrm and

decline prices a little under those given below. Very
little business has resulted in consequence. SeUle-
ments and prices are as follows:.No. 1 'l'satlee, 160
bales at $485 per picul; No. 2, 60 bales at $475; No. 1
Loong Kong, $500; No. 2 Loung Kong, $4X0; No. 3
Kow Kong, $445 a $455; rereeled Cuiuehuck, $620;
and waste silk, 200 bales, at $50 a $70. Under the
head of export sundries It may be noted that in fire¬
crackers It Is reported that contracts for 40,000 boxes
have been made at 80c. a 83c. for No. 1 «iold Eagle
chop and 77c. for cargo grades. Some 10,000 boxes
are also said to be making, with seventy-two crackers
in the pack, for the South American market. Sundry
quotations:.Cassia, $20 60 a $21; cassia buds, $25 50
a $26 60; rhubarb, j,70 a $80; galangal, $2 10 a $2 30;
vermilion, $39 60 a $40; anisucd stars, $27 a $28;
cassia oil, $170 a $176; ginseng, crude, $70 a $120;
clarified, $120 a $136.
The opium market Is firm, closihg steady. Patna

closed at $650 a $660, New lienares at $652, and
Malwa at $702. Estimated stock on January 14.
Patna, 2,122; Benares, 443; Malwa, 697, and Persian
264 chests.

In sugar supplies are coming forward more freely,
and prices show a decline or 30c. a 40c. per picul.
Shekloong white, No. 1, $7 a $7 20 ; No. 2, $5 50 a

16 30; brown, No. 1, $3 50 a $3 60; No. 2, $3 10 a
3 20. A sugar refinery is in process of construction

here by one of the largest native susrar dealers, and
the machinery has arrived. Coal..one cargo of an¬
thracite Is on the market, but no favorable offers
have been made. Purchases of rice continue on a
limited scale, but closing rates are slightly In advance
of previous fortnight.
In provisions, flour Is without movement: wheat Is

weaker, native supplies having arrived, aud beef and
pork are only sold at retail.
Miscellaneous quota) i<>us show cotton goods, Ameri¬

can drills, 40 yards, $0 ao a $5 40; .so yards, $3 90 a
$4; Jeans, 40 yards, $4 50 a $4 00; 30 yards, $3 00 a
$4; sheetings, 12H H>s., $4 40 a $4 60; 14>£ lbs.,
$6 30 a $5 40. Quicksilver, $07 50 a $<;s 50. Flour,
$8 a $8 50 perbbl. Beef, $18 per bbL Pork, $20.
Wheat, $2 80 a $2 90 per picul. Anthracite coal,
|12 60 a $13 per ton. Kice, No. 1 China, $2 06 a $3.
Saigon, fl 46 a $1 52.
In bullion and exchange, bar silver 11 >£ per cent;

dollars, 1%: sterling bills, six months' sight bank,
4s. awd. a 4s. S^d.: private, 4s. 3#d. a 4s. 3^d.

In freights there is little or no change. Tiie Gala¬
tea is on the berth at Whainpoa for New York at £3
per ton of forty feet, as also are the Fldelio and
Ceres, both at £3 2s. tid. The American bark i'enang,
now in Hong Kong, has been chartered to go from
Manila to San Francisco at $16 gold. Current rate
from Shanghae to New York £3 per ton of forty feet.

Marine Intelligence.
IIono Kono, Jan. 16, 1808.

The Great Republic, leaving to-day, takes about
800 tons of general merchandise. For San Francisco
she has 8,364 packages, among which are 2,467 plculs
rice, 60 t>oxes opium, 800 packages tea, 26 cases silks
and 400 tons of hemp. Curiously enough there are
on board 40 cases of aniseed oil for Southampton via
Panama. The steamer takes about 400 Chinese pas¬
sengers.

KNEE DEEP M THE MUD.BROADWAY GYMNASTICS.
The breaking up of the winter accumulation of

snow and Ice, which prevailed through the month of
February, has left Broadway in a condition of mud-
diness, downright and emphatic, which it has not
enjoyed for several seasons before. It Is mud, mud
everywhere.on sidewalk and in gutter, at every
crossing and at every point where there is no cross¬

ing. "Knee deep in the mud" is the motto, and no¬

body makes any effort to avoid carrying the proverb
of the day. The police, gay and festive Lotharios,
have an enjoyable position in relation to the matter,
masking gallantry under the guise of necessity and
assisting lady pedestrians across the street by taking
them up forcibly, like babies, ami carrying them
across free of expense. Remarkably courteous and
accommodating fellows are these M. IV*.especially
to ladlea.though not one of them has ever been
known to extend the aforesaid courtesy even to the
most diminutive gentleman. It is a curious fact.
which may be here mentioned.that exactly at those
crossings which have the nature of thoroughfares the
mud and slush U deepest and least effort is made to
securo passablonc ss. The Bleecker street crossings
are simply execrable; and hers the police play the
part of ferryboats unto ladies, young aud old,
painted and unpalnted. They are privileged. No
driver dares to run them down. Tney wear Jack
boots to tlM' knee, which no mud can penetrate or
especially soil, the preservation of the immaculate
shine being no object to them, especially when there
Is a lady in waiting at the other side. Kuviable
gentlemen they are, with an enviable destiny.
especially in bud weather. Canal street forms a
second point of Interest, to the iotter of note*,
llere destiny seems to have stationed a special
squad of mil. stalwart gentlemen, capable of carrying
doable weight, since from either corner at the Canal
street crossing ii is quite-impossible to get to either
other corner. Pedestrians gather In squads on every
corner. Stages rumble and roar ana accumulate;
and generally a sort of liedlamish aspect rales the
day, and, for that matter, the night too.
The corncr of Hroadwav and Fulton street makes

the third and moot unpromising of all these points.
With mud as deep as at Canal street, which inoans as
deep as Inferno; with a greater accumulation of ve¬
hicles and carts; with ft huge structure like the
Broadway bridge In the way of everybody and pa¬
tronized by nobody, this point Is the most execrable
of nil points to be mentioned. Gymnastics are the
particular order, and one effects a'crosslng at Immi¬
nent danger of his nock. Cstsar passing the Rubicon
la no comparison. There is the mud underfoot! the
confusion of crossers just ahead of you scudding
under the bare poles of a stage, and there la the
ponderous pole or the vehicle Just ready to knock you
on the head and seeming to aim directly at that
point o. {our |#ivslog. Anon a policeman sel7.es a
couple or ladles, and, one under each aVm, rushes
frantically aerie*, over yon if yon are In the way,
paflt you If you get out of the way. l>elll>eratlon is
not possible. You dasli.make a gallant dash-
through olusters of vehicles, undor the noses of
horses, ducking your head to avoid the pole, and
finally effect a crossing, the most mud-bespattered
and forlorn individual who ever forded a muddy
thorough Tare, with a dozen batteries firing nothing
but mud trained directly upon your valuable person.
"Shine 'em up," shouts the bootblack, and you
retire with ftconsciousness tuatyour entire person
stands In need of the impudent little villain's distin¬
guished services. You luve crossed the Rubicon,
and within jou carry tU0 consciousness of a second
Cwsar.
A Sin Ciri of Somna..We regret to learn t^al

the wife of tredertck s. FalrchUd. Jr., of Greenbueh.
drowned herself on Sunday evening, about etjrhto'clock, while laboring under a tt of Insanity. Mrs.
Falrchlld Was the mother of F. S. FalrchMd, Jr.,
president of the village and agent of the Hudson
Itiver I'.alirond. She was an exemplar* woman,
Whose duatli w in be tnnck deplored by all who knew
hei. Mi* wa* in the sixty-eighth year uf her a^e..
^.oV Whig, March 11.

J A PA N .

The Revolution of the Daimios and
Seizure of the Mikadtt

ABOLITION OF THETYCOONAM

Fighting iu Yokohama and Boning and Muti¬
lation of Satiuma'i Men in Jeddo.

Dynastic <Tealousios the
Causes of Civil War.

By special correspondence and newspaper reports
from Yokohama aud Jeddo, Japan, dated the 25th of
January we have detailed accounts of the origin and
progress of the fierce ctvll war, provoked In the em¬

pire by the conduct of the Daliuloa and djnastls
Jealousies, announced a short time since by spucial
telegraph letters to the Herald forwarded by way
of San Francisco.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE OF THE HERALD.
The Aristocratic Movement Agnlmt the Ty¬
coon.Looking for the ".Spoil*" from For-
elgn Unties.The Tycoon Deposed as Ruler.
Alarm lu Yokohama.The New Ports and
Trade Prospects.

Yokohama, Jan. 25, 1868.
The state of affairs here has assumed a warlike

aspect since the opening of the now ports. The
Daimios, who have so long opposed the opening of
the country to foreigners, have had a conference
with the Mikado an® Tycoon, and demanded that if
the ports of Osaca and Hlogo were opened they
should have the privilege of making treaties with
the foreigners to open their ports in their respective
provinces. They cannot see why the Tycoon's ports
should be open and he, to the exclusion of the other
princes, should reap all the benetit arising from the
trade with foreigners. The Tycoon has given notice
to the foreign minister that he will carry out his
treaties with them and that lie will stand by them In
all cases. The opposition princes did not gain their
point, so they retired, and having gained posses¬
sion of the sacred person of the Mikado, who is the
supreme power of the land, they forced him to annul
the title of Tycoonate and also deprive the rrlnce of
Mlto (the lato Tycoon) of all his titles as one of ihe
nobility of the country.
The Tycoon still retains the control of all his sol¬

diers and is looked upon by ail the people of the
country as their ruler. The Prince of Sutsuma, Cho
Shin and Tosa have in their command all the soldiors
of their provinces, which Is no very small number,
whom they have brought to Osaca, and now intend
to coerce the late Tycoon to accede to their wishes or

resign his power over the sojdlers. This will only be
done by his death. But considering the number ef
men and capital at his disposal (he la one of the
richest men In the country, having collected one-
third the rents of the country for the past year), it
will take time to settle the affair; but whichever way
It may go, It cannot bo otherwise than to the good of
foreigners. The chances are that whoever shall come
out victorious will open the whole country, and we

will attain the end without any more diplomatic
agents, and have access to the country from one end
to the other, if this Is brought about, which is the
only way they can do, the foreign nations can come
and trade or Inhabit the country.
A civil war is just what they wanted here for some

time, and if they only have It now ¦ftrlll bring about
the desired end which the whole world has so Ion*
looked forward to.the opening up of the whole
count rv and free intercourse with the natives.
Yokohama has been in a state of great excitement

for the past two weeks. Humors have been going
around that the ronlns, or robbers, were coining here
to burn the town. The gates of the city have been
closed and strictly guarded, and foreigners are not
allowed to go outside. Still the danger is not so
great as many suppose; there has not been anv fight¬
ing within thirty miles of this place, nor do I think
there will be. The English and French garrison have
been on the alert and will give the settlement all the
protection it needs. The Japanese take upon them¬
selves the trouble to circulate all the rumors and
reports their weak minds will allow them to,
and hardly a day passes without somebody
being killed, according to rumors; but so
far nothing of the kind lias happened.
Buildings still oontlnue to go up, but business of all
kinds Is at a stand still. The coming holiday (new
year) has a depressing effect on all mercantile trans¬
actions, and will continue to have for the coming
month, when it is hoped business will revive again.

(ieneral Paul Frank, late 1'nited States Marshal at
this place, has beon appointed Consular Agent at
Hlogo, and W. H. Moss Vice Consul at Osaca.

lliogo and Osuca were opened to foreigners for
purposes of trade on the 1st of January, 1SC8. They
were until now supposed to be the greatest marts of
the country, but, owing to the situation or the towna
and circumstances Cotmet led with them, they are
not what has been so long looked and hoped for.

Hlogo, or Koohe, the foroign settlement, Is to the
rlrht of the native town and contains about twenty
acres of laud. The site is magniOcent, but when that
is said It is all. The harbor Is one of the poorest la
Japan, there being no holding ground for shins
within two miles from the shore and water thirty
fathoms. During a northw est wind It Is Impossible to
go to or from a ship. These winds are frequent dup-
lnti the fall and winter. The town In the background
is silght.lv elevated and Is surrounded by a chain of
lulls. This is said to be the great port ofJapan for tea,
but verv little was seen. The only produce that wu
brought to the place were rice and dyko (turnip),
which they use In great quantities. The merchants
appear to be very poor and with no desire to trade.
Tne appearance or the place to the pioneers who
were there at the beginning was enough to dis¬
hearten any one, with nothing but a long stretch of
sand and neither house nor place to put your head.
At the opening there were as many as two hundred
persons there, hut they hav got over their fever and
are gradually leaving. Those who had the money
have already gone.
The prominent topic Is, how could the Ministers

have chosen such a place as this t Surely they most
have had their eves closc<l when they took this plea,
sant town. The* have done themselves proud and
need only to choose another locality for a town and
then resign or Idre tho Japanese to do their work
for them as this Job seems to have been done.
Osaca is in peace with Hlogo. The sad calamity

which has befallen our navy here gives us an idea of
what a place It must be for shipping. The regula¬
tions read that you can go ashore and walk around.

{irovldlng the Japanese nave no objection. This Is
ust what has been the difflculty all through. ThS
Japanese have a decided ohlectlon, and do not agree
that roreigners shall land or tfade there, either
directly or lndtrec'ly.
The fate fatal accident on tl-e bar has pnt a damper

on this place, showing plainly that It can never l>e a
port of entnr. Tho hostility of the people also would
deter a foreigner from living there.lt being neces¬

sary to have a guard of five or six men, aud then bs
liable to be insulted uud mo»t likely killed.
The olty has Inhabitants to the numlurr of 300,00^

and Is well built, with a large local trade, and may
become of considerable Importance In time; but at
present there Is very little foreign trade to be done,
uniess a change should take place, which Is not very
probable. _

NEWSPAPER ACCOUNTS*

Revolution and Melzure of the Mlkulo-llin>
ln« the Palace of the Hoyal WMvwt-M*
?ere Fighting oa I>and and at Hea.

[From the Japan Time*, Extra. Yokohama, Jan. 25.J
The news from Japan Is of the Highest lmpor*n<«,
A revolution has t»een the con*equenoe of the open¬

ing of the new port*. The youtig Mikado ha t been
seized t>y Latsuma. Chloalu aad Tosa, and Stot*
bash I, the late Shogoon, has fieri from KI»to»the
capital, aid shut himself up la his castle of osaca,
uuder tho protection of the neets of his alllas.
A distinct and solemn aHsurajBce has, however, bee*

ma<le to uim by the mtnlstors of the treaty Power*
that they will not In any way Interfere in tne strug¬
gle. Hs Is collecting ills forces.
The Confederated Dalmloa have as yet made no

sign. They have propoMd nothing to t«»e foreign
ministers, and arc unlikely to do so untU after tne
assembly Of the nobility of the empire hi council.
Meanwhile the country Is Without a recognized tj.-ad.
Disturbances have tiJteu piace lu Jeddoof a sorlotm

nature. The Nloo Mam. a palace In the chief enclo¬
sure of the Shogoon'r. cant'e. and the re'jidence of the
ladle* «f his court, was burned down on the iOtn
Inst. The relict* of all Shogoon» live In the Nino
Mam. and It Is said that tho pn'.ace wrs destroyed by
a band of ftatsume'n people, wl.o came up to r« ncno
In that manner a sister of their prince, who ha<l iteen
tho wife of a formerfhogoon. it has not been ascer¬
tained that tills was really the case; but two
days afterwards Hat nim.i's chief palace In
Jcddo was attacked and ourned by the Hhogoon'a
troops, an well ns thr««e smaller 'jousoh of Ids. The
palaces had for some 'Ime been dismantled and me
government declare tiiat they had no quarrel with
Botsuma. bat merely Went to dislodge a number of
cinulutfirrl who had established themscUea In Hie
cmttty ycufttfcl*.
There w as a severe fight at the principal house, and

the official report Is that a hundred and forty of tli*
robbers were killed and a hundred atiq sixty
wounded, tie government loes being fifty or sixty
killed ana wounded.
whelper ftgisuma'a men or not, tlie mrrtYjn Qut


